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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of tine following informalities: claim 1 , 
"syphon trap", -a- should be inserted. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification slnall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

4. Regarding claim 1 , the phrase " the same" in line 5 renders the claim(s) indefinite 
because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by 
"or the like"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. See MPEP 

§ 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1 and 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Brady (730,227). 
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Brady teaches a urinal comprising a dish which forms a urinal basin (A) having a 
drain passage in the bottom, and a syphon trap (D) connected to the drain passage (at 
b'), wherein the dish forms an essentially vertical wall (b^) which separates the urinal 
basin (A) from a chamber (b'') arranged behind, and the syphon trap (D) is arranged to 
be accessible from above in the chamber (b"). 

Regarding claim 5, the syphon trap (D) is a waterless syphon trap. 

Regarding claim 6, the syphon trap (D) is detachably, but fluid-tightly, inserted 
into an intermediate floor (b^) which, together with a rear wall (b°) and the vertical wall 
(b^), forms a tub that extends higher than the edge of the urinal basin (A). 

Regarding claim 7, the syphon trap (D) has a forced ventilation valve (b^®). 

7. Claims 1 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ruegg (5,257,422) 

Ruegg teaches a urinal comprising a dish which forms a urinal basin (18) having 
a drain passage (24) in the bottom, and a syphon trap (2,3,4) connected to the drain 
passage (24), wherein the dish forms an essentially vertical wall which separates the 
urinal basin (18) from a chamber arranged behind the basin (18), and the syphon trap 
(2,3,4) is arranged to be accessible from above in the chamber. 

Regarding claim 5, the syphon trap (D) is a waterless syphon trap. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brady in view of Wong et al. (5,584,079). 

Although Brady does not disclose a dosing system with the urinal, attention is 
directed to the Wong et al. reference which teaches a dosing system for automatically 
dispensing cleaning agents to a urinal. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to employ a dosing system on the 
Brady urinal in view of the teaching of Wong et al. for dispensing cleaning agents to the 
urinal bowl. 

10. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ruegg in 
view of Neuo (6,470,504). 

Although Ruegg does not disclose the vertical wall having a convex shape 
bulging into the basin, attention is directed to Neuo which teaches a urinal having a 
vertical wall bulging into the basin, therefore, it would have been obvious to one of skill 
in the art to employ a vertical wall bulging into the basin the Ruegg in view of the 
teaching of Neuo for reducing flashing during use. 

1 1 . Claims 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ruegg in view of Wong et al. (5,584,079). 

Although Ruegg does not disclose a dosing system with the urinal, attention is 
directed to the Wong et al. reference which teaches a dosing system for automatically 
dispensing cleaning agents to a urinal. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
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skill in the art at the time the invention was made to employ a dosing system on the 
Ruegg urinal in view of the teaching of Wong et al. for dispensing cleaning agents to the 
urinal bowl. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

12. Claims 3,4, 10 and 1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Huyen Le whose telephone number is 571-272-4890. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Huson can be reached on 571-272-4887. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Huyen Le/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3751 



